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RULE 18.—ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF CHAIRMAN

The chairman of the full committee shall:
(a) Make available to other committees

the findings and recommendations resulting
from the investigations of the committee or
its subcommittees as required by House Rule
X, 4(c)(2);

(b) Direct such review and studies on the
impact or probable impact of tax policies af-
fecting subjects within the committee’s ju-
risdiction as required by House Rule X, 2(c);

(c) Submit to the Committee on the Budg-
et views and estimates required by House
Rule X, 4(g), and to file reports with the
House as required by the Congressional
Budget Act;

(d) Authorize and issue subpoenas as pro-
vided in House Rule XI, clause 2(m), in the
conduct of any investigation or activity or
series of investigations or activities within
the jurisdiction of the committee; and

(e) Prepare, after consultation with sub-
committee chairmen and the minority, a
budget for the committee which shall in-
clude an adequate budget for the subcommit-
tees to discharge their responsibilities.

(f) Make any necessary technical and con-
forming changes to legislation reported by
the committee upon unanimous consent.

f

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE
COMMITTEE ON HOUSE OVER-
SIGHT FOR THE 104TH CONGRESS

(Mr. THOMAS asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at
this point in the RECORD and to include
extraneous matter.)

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to and
in accordance with clause 2(a) of rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives, I
submit for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD a copy of the rules of the Committee
on House Oversight for the 104th Congress as
approved by the committee on January 11,
1994.

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE COMMITTEE ON
HOUSE OVERSIGHT, ONE HUNDRED FOURTH
CONGRESS

RULE NO. 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The Rules of the House are the rules of
the committee so far as applicable, except
that a motion to recess from day to day is a
motion of high privilege in committees.

(b) The committee is authorized at any
time to conduct such investigations and
studies as it may consider necessary or ap-
propriate in the exercise of its responsibil-
ities under House Rule X and (subject to the
adoption of expense resolutions as required
by House Rule XI, clause 5) to incur expenses
(including travel expenses) in connection
therewith.

(c) The committee is authorized to have
printed and bound testimony and other data
presented at hearings held by the committee,
and to distribute such information by elec-
tronic means; information distributed by
electronic means shall also be printed. All
costs of stenographic services and tran-
scripts in connection with any meeting or
hearing of the committee shall be paid from
the appropriate House account.

(d) The committee shall submit to the
House, not later than January 2 of each odd-
numbered a year, a report on the activities
of the committee under House Rules X and
XI during the Congress ending at noon on
January 3 of such year.

(e) The committee’s rules shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record not later
than 30 days after the Congress convenes in
each odd-numbered year.

RULE NO. 2—REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting date of the Com-
mittee on House Oversight shall be the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month when the
House is in session in accordance with Clause
2(b) of House Rule XI. Additional meetings
may be called by the chairman as he may
deem necessary or at the request of a major-
ity of the members of the committee in ac-
cordance with Clause 2(c) of House Rule XI.
The determination of the business to be con-
sidered at each meeting shall be made by the
chairman subject to Clause 2(c) of House
Rule XI. A regularly scheduled meeting need
not be held if there is no business to be con-
sidered.

(b) If the chairman of the committee is not
present at any meeting of the committee, or
at the discretion of the chairman, the vice
chairman of the committee shall preside at
the meeting. If the chairman and vice chair-
man of the committee are not present at any
meeting of the committee, the ranking mem-
ber of the majority party who is present
shall preside at the meeting.

RULE NO. 3—OPEN MEETING

As required by Clause 2(g), of House Rule
XI, each meeting for the transaction of busi-
ness, including the markup of legislation, of
the committee, shall be open to the public
except when the committee, in open session
and with a quorum present, determines by
rollcall vote that all or part of the remainder
of the meeting on that day shall be closed to
the public because disclosure of matters to
be considered would endanger national secu-
rity, would compromise sensitive law en-
forcement information, or would tend to de-
fame, degrade or incriminate any person, or
otherwise would violate any law or rule of
the House: Provided, however, That no person
other than members of the committee, and
such congressional staff and such depart-
mental representatives as they may author-
ize, shall be present in any business or mark-
up session which has been closed to the pub-
lic.

RULE NO. 4—RECORDS AND ROLLCALLS

(a) The result of each rollcall vote in any
meeting of the committee shall be transmit-
ted for publication in the Congressional
Record as soon as possible, but in no case
later than two legislative days following
such rollcall vote, and shall be made avail-
able for inspection by the public at reason-
able times at the committee offices, includ-
ing a description of the amendment, motion,
order or other proposition; the name of each
member voting for and against; and the
members present but not voting.

(b) All committee hearings, records, data,
charts, and files shall be kept separate and
distinct from the congressional office
records of the member serving as chairman
of the committee; and such records shall be
the property of the House and all members of
the House shall have access thereto.

(c) House records of the committee which
are at the National Archives shall be made
available pursuant to House Rule XXXVI.
The chairman of the committee shall notify
the ranking minority party member of any
decision to withhold a record pursuant to the
rule, and shall present the matter to the
committee upon written request of any com-
mittee member.

RULE NO. 5—PROXIES

No vote by any member in the committee
may be cast by proxy.

RULE NO. 6—POWER TO SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA
POWER

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of
its functions and duties under House Rules X
and XI, the committee, is authorized (subject
to subparagraph (b)(1) of this paragraph)—

(1) to sit and act at such times and places
within the United States, whether the House
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned,
and to hold such hearings; and

(2) to require, by subpoena or otherwise,
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
pers, and documents; as it deems necessary.
The chairman of the committee, or any
member designated by the chairman, may
administer oaths of any witness.

(b)(1) A subpoena may be authorized and is-
sued by the committee in the conduct of any
investigation or series of investigations or
activities, only when authorized by a major-
ity of the members voting, a majority being
present. The power to authorize and issue
subpoenas under subparagraph (a)(2) may be
delegated to the chairman of the committee
pursuant to such rules and under such limi-
tations as the committee may prescribe. Au-
thorized subpoenas shall be signed by the
chairman of the committee or by any mem-
ber designated by the committee.

(2) Compliance with any subpoena issued
by the committee may be enforced only as
authorized or directed by the House.

RULE NO. 7—QUORUMS

No measure or recommendation shall be
reported to the House unless a majority of
the committee is actually present. For the
purposes of taking any action other than re-
porting any measure, issuance of a subpoena,
closing meetings, promulgating committee
orders, or changing the rules of the commit-
tee, the quorum shall be one-third of the
members of the committee. For purposes of
taking testimony and receiving evidence,
two members shall constitute a quorum.

RULE NO. 8—AMENDMENTS

Any amendment offered to any pending
legislation before the committee must be
made available in written form when re-
quested by any member of the committee. If
such amendment is not available in written
form when requested, the chair will allow an
appropriate period of time for the provision
thereof.

RULE NO. 9—HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) The chairman, in the case of hearings
to be conducted by the committee, shall
make public announcement of the date,
place, and subject matter of any hearing to
be conducted on any measure or matter at
least 1 week before the commencement of
that hearing unless the committee deter-
mines that there is good cause to begin such
hearing at an earlier date. In the latter
event the chairman shall make such public
announcement at the earliest possible date.
The clerk of the committee shall promptly
notify the Daily Digest Clerk of the Congres-
sional Record as soon as possible after such
public announcement is made.

(b) Unless excused by the chairman, each
witness who is to appear before the commit-
tee shall file with the clerk of the commit-
tee, at least 48 hours in advance of his or her
appearance, a written statement of his or her
proposed testimony and shall limit his or her
oral presentation to a summary of his or her
statement.

(c) When any hearing is conducted by the
committee upon any measure or matter, the
minority party members on the committee
shall be entitled, upon request to the chair-
man by a majority of those minority mem-
bers before the completion of such hearing,
to call witnesses selected by the minority to
testify with respect to that measure or mat-
ter during at least one day of hearings there-
on.

(d) Committee members may question wit-
nesses only when they have been recognized
by the chairman for that purpose, and only
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for a 5-minute period until all members
present have had an opportunity to question
a witness. The 5-minute period for question-
ing a witness by any one member can be ex-
tended only with the unanimous consent of
all members present. The questioning of a
witness in committee hearings shall be initi-
ated by the chairman, followed by the rank-
ing minority party member and all other
members alternating between the majority
and minority. In recognizing members to
question witnesses in this fashion, the chair-
man shall take into consideration the ratio
of the majority to minority members present
and shall establish the order of recognition
for questioning in such a manner as not to
disadvantage the members of the majority.
The chairman may accomplish this by rec-
ognizing two majority members for each mi-
nority member recognized.

(f) The following additional rules shall
apply to hearings:

(1) The chairman at a hearing shall an-
nounce in an opening statement the subject
of the investigation.

(2) A copy of the committee rules and this
clause shall be made available to each wit-
ness.

(3) Witnesses at hearings may be accom-
panied by their own counsel for the purpose
of advising them concerning their constitu-
tional rights.

(4) The chairman may punish breaches of
order and decorum, and of professional ethics
on the part of counsel, by censure and exclu-
sion from the hearings; and the committee
may cite the offender to the House for con-
tempt.

(5) If the committee determines that evi-
dence or testimony at a hearing may tend to
defame, degrade, or incriminate any person,
it shall—

(A) afford such person an opportunity vol-
untarily to appear as a witness;

(B) receive such evidence or testimony in
executive session; and

(C) receive and dispose of requests from
such person to subpoena additional wit-
nesses.

(6) Except as provided in subparagraph
(f)(5), the chairman shall receive and the
committee shall dispose of requests to sub-
poena additional witnesses.

(7) No evidence or testimony taken in exec-
utive session may be released or used in pub-
lic sessions without the consent of the com-
mittee.

(8) In the discretion of the committee, wit-
nesses may submit brief and pertinent sworn
statements in writing for inclusion in the
record. The committee is the sole judge of
the pertinency of testimony and evidence ad-
duced at its hearing.

(9) A witness may obtain a transcript copy
of his testimony given at a public session or,
if given at an executive session, when au-
thorized by the committee.

RULE NO. 10—PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

(a)(1) It shall be the duty of the chairman
of the committee to report or cause to be re-
ported promptly to the House any measure
approved by the committee and to take or
cause to be taken necessary steps to bring
the matter to a vote.

(2) In any event, the report of the commit-
tee on a measure which has been approved by
the committee shall be filed within 7 cal-
endar days (exclusive of days on which the
House is not in session) after the day on
which there has been filed with the clerk of
the committee a written request, signed by a
majority of the members of the committee,
for the reporting of that measure. Upon the
filing of any such request, the clerk of the
committee shall transmit immediately to

the chairman of the committee notice of the
filing of that request.

(b)(1) No measure or recommendation shall
be reported from the committee unless a ma-
jority of the committee was actually
present.

(2) With respect to each rollcall vote on a
motion to report any measure or matter of a
public character, and on any amendment of-
fered to the measure or matter, the total
number of votes cast for and against, and the
names of those members voting for and
against, shall be included in the committee
report on the measure or matter.

(c) The report of the committee on a meas-
ure which has been approved by the commit-
tee shall include—

(1) the oversight findings and recommenda-
tions required pursuant to House Rule X, of
clause 2(b)(1) separately set out and clearly
identified;

(2) the statement required by section
308(a)(1) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974, separately set out and clearly identi-
fied, if the measure provides new budget au-
thority or new or increased tax expenditures;

(3) the estimate and comparison prepared
by the Director of the Congressional Budget
Office under section 403 of such Act, sepa-
rately set out and clearly identified, when-
ever the Director (if timely submitted prior
to the filing of the report) has submitted
such estimate and comparison to the com-
mittee; and

(4) a summary of the oversight findings
and recommendations made by the Commit-
tee on Government Reform and Oversight
under House Rule XI, clause 2(1)(3)(D) sepa-
rately set out and clearly identified when-
ever such findings and recommendations
have been submitted to the committee in a
timely fashion to allow an opportunity to
consider such findings and recommendations
during the committee’s deliberations on the
measure.

(d) Each report of the committee on each
bill or joint resolution of a public character
reported by the committee shall contain a
detailed analytical statement as to whether
the enactment of such bill or joint resolution
into law may have an inflationary impact on
prices and costs in the operation of the na-
tional economy.

(e) If, at the time of approval of any meas-
ure or matter by the committee, any mem-
ber of the committee gives notice of inten-
tion of file supplemental, minority, or addi-
tional views, that member shall be entitled
to not less than 3 calendar days, commenc-
ing on the day on which the measure or
matter(s) was approved, excluding Satur-
days, Sundays, and legal holidays, in which
to file such views, in writing and signed by
that member, with the clerk of the commit-
tee. All such views so filed by one or more
members of the committee shall be included
within, and shall be a part of, the report filed
by the committee with respect to that meas-
ure or matter. The report of the committee
upon that measure or matter shall be printed
in a single volume which—

(1) shall include all supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views which have been sub-
mitted by the time of the filing of the report,
and

(2) shall bear upon its cover a recital that
any such supplemental, minority, or addi-
tional views (and any material submitted
under subparagraphs (c)(3) and (c)(4) are in-
cluded as part of the report. This subpara-
graph does not preclude—

(A) the immediate filing or printing of a
committee report unless timely request for
the opportunity to file supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views has been made as
provided by paragraph (c); or

(B) the filing of any supplemental report
upon any measure or matter which may be
required for the correction of any technical
error in a previous report made by the com-
mittee upon that measure or matter.

(f) If hearings have been held on any such
measure or matter so reported, the commit-
tee shall make every reasonable effort to
have such hearings printed and available for
distribution to the members of the House
prior to the consideration of such measure or
matter in the House.

(g) The chairman of the committee may
designate any member of the committee to
act as ‘‘floor manager’’ of a bill or resolution
during its consideration in the House.

RULE NO. 11—COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT

The committee shall conduct oversight of
matters within the jurisdiction of the com-
mittee in accordance with House Rule X,
clause 2 and clause 4(d)(2). Not later than
February 15 of the first session of a Congress,
the Committee shall, in a meeting that is
open to the public and with a quorum
present, adopt its oversight plans for that
Congress in accordance with House Rule X,
clause 2(d).

RULE NO. 12—REVIEW OF CONTINUING
PROGRAMS; BUDGET ACT PROVISIONS

(a) The committee shall, in its consider-
ation of all bills and joint resolutions of a
public character within its jurisdiction, in-
sure that appropriation for continuing pro-
grams and activities of the Federal Govern-
ment and the District of Columbia govern-
ment will be made annually to the maximum
extent feasible and consistent with the na-
ture, requirement, and objectives of the pro-
grams and activities involved. For the pur-
poses of this paragraph a Government agen-
cy includes the organizational units of gov-
ernment listed in clause 7(c) of Rule XIII of
House Rules.

(b) The committee shall review, from time
to time, each continuing program within its
jurisdictions for which appropriations are
not made annually in order to ascertain
whether such program could be modified so
that appropriations therefor would be made
annually.

(c) The committee shall, on or before Feb-
ruary 25 of each year, submit to the Commit-
tee on the Budget (1) its views and estimates
with respect to all matters to be set forth in
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
the ensuing fiscal year which are within its
jurisdiction or functions, and (2) an estimate
of the total amounts of new budget author-
ity, and budget outlays resulting therefrom,
to be provided or authorized in all bills and
resolutions within its jurisdiction which it
intends to be effective during that fiscal
year.

(d) As soon as practicable after a concur-
rent resolution on the budget for any fiscal
year is agreed to, the committee (after con-
sulting with the appropriate committee or
committees of the Senate) shall subdivide
any allocation made to it, the joint explana-
tory statement accompany the conference
report on such resolution, and promptly re-
port such subdivisions to the House, in the
manner provided by section 302 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974.

(e) Whenever the committee is directed in
a concurrent resolution on the budget to de-
termine and recommend changes in laws,
bills, or resolutions under the reconciliation
process it shall promptly make such deter-
mination and recommendations, and report a
reconciliation bill or resolution (or both) to
the House or submit such recommendations
to the Committee on the Budget, in accord-
ance with the Congressional Budget Act of
1974.
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RULE NO. 13—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE

HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Whenever any hearing or meeting con-
ducted by the committee is open to the pub-
lic, those proceedings shall be open to cov-
erage by television, radio, and still photog-
raphy, as provided in Clause 3 of House Rule
XI, subject to the limitations therein.

RULE NO. 14—COMMITTEE STAFF

The staff of the Committee on House Over-
sight shall be appointed as follows:

A. The committee staff shall be appointed,
except as provided in paragraph (B), and may
be removed by the chairman and shall work
under the general supervision and direction
of the chairman;

B. All staff provided to the minority party
members of the committee shall be ap-
pointed, and may be removed, by the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the committee, and
shall work under the general supervision and
direction of such Member;

C. The chairman shall fix the compensa-
tion of all staff of the committee, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber regarding any minority party staff, with-
in the budget approved for such purposes for
the committee.

RULE NO. 15—TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF

(a) Consistent with the primary expense
resolution and such additional expense reso-
lutions as may have been approved, the pro-
visions of this rule shall govern travel of
committee members and staff. Travel for
any member or any staff member shall be
paid only upon the prior authorization of the
chairman. Travel may be authorized by the
chairman for any member and any staff
member in connection with the attendance
of hearings conducted by the committee and
meetings, conferences, and investigations
which involve activities or subject matter
under the general jurisdiction of the com-
mittee. Before such authorization is given
there shall be submitted to the chairman in
writing the following:

(1) The purpose of the travel;
(2) The dates during which the travel will

occur;
(3) The locations to be visited and the

length of time to be spent in each;
(4) The names of members and staff seek-

ing authorization.
(b)(1) In the case of travel outside the Unit-

ed States of members and staff of the com-
mittee for the purpose of conducting hear-
ings, investigations, studies, or attending
meetings and conferences involving activi-
ties or subject matter under the legislative
assignment of the committee, prior author-
ization must be obtained from the chairman.
Before such authorization is given, there
shall be submitted to the chairman, in writ-
ing, a request for such authorization. Each
request, which shall be filed in a manner
that allows for a reasonable period of time
for review before such travel is scheduled to
begin, shall include the following:

(A) the purpose of the travel;
(B) the dates during which the travel will

occur;
(C) the names of the countries to be visited

and the length of time to be spent in each;
(D) an agenda of anticipated activities for

each country for which travel is authorized
together with a description of the purpose to
be served and the areas of committee juris-
diction involved; and

(E) the names of members and staff for
whom authorization is sought.

(2) Requests for travel outside the United
States shall be initiated by the Chairman
and shall be limited to members and perma-
nent employees of the committee.

(3) At the conclusion of any hearing, inves-
tigation, study, meeting or conference for
which travel outside the United States has
been authorized pursuant to this rule, mem-
bers and staff attending meetings or con-
ferences shall submit a written report to the
chairman covering the activities and other
pertinent observations or information gained
as a result of such travel.

(c) Members and staff of the committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws,
resolutions, or regulations of the House and
of the Committee on House Oversight per-
taining to such travel.
RULE NO. 16—POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUBUNITS

OF THE COMMITTEE

The chairman of the committee is author-
ized to establish appropriately named
subunits, such as task forces, composed of
members of the committee, for any purpose,
measure or matter; one member of each such
subunit shall be designated chairman of the
subunit by the chairman of the committee.
All such subunits shall be considered ad hoc
subcommittees of the committee. The rules
of the committee shall be the rules of any
subunit of the committee, so far as applica-
ble, or as otherwise directed by the chairman
of the committee. Each subunit of the com-
mittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings,
receive evidence, and to require, by subpoena
or otherwise, the attendance and testimony
of such witnesses and the production of such
books, records, correspondence, memoran-
dums, papers, and documents, as it deems
necessary, and to report to the full commit-
tee on all measures or matters for which it
was created. Chairman of subunits of the
committee shall set meeting dates with the
approval of the chairman of the full commit-
tee, with a view toward avoiding simulta-
neous scheduling of committee and subunit
meetings or hearings wherever possible. It
shall be the practice of the committee that
meetings of subunits not be scheduled to
occur simultaneously with meetings of the
full committee. In order to ensure orderly
and fair assignment of hearing and meeting
rooms, hearings and meetings should be ar-
ranged in advance with the chairman
through the clerk of the committee.

RULE NO. 17—OTHER PROCEDURES AND
REGULATIONS

The chairman of the full committee may
establish such other procedures and take
such actions as may be necessary to carry
out the foregoing rules or to facilitate the ef-
fective operation of the committee.

RULE NO. 18—DESIGNATION OF CLERK OF THE
COMMITTEE

For the purposes of these rules and the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
staff director of the committee shall act as
the clerk of the committee.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. YATES (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today on account of family
illness.

Mrs. LINCOLN (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of ill-
ness.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. WISE) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. OWENS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MARTINEZ, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. WISE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, for 5 minutes

today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. LATHAM) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. CLINGER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HORN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SCARBOROUGH, for 5 minutes,

today.

f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. WISE) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. DINGELL.
Mr. HOYER.
Mr. ACKERMAN.
Mr. JACOBS.
Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois in two in-

stances.
Mr. MENENDEZ in two instances.
Mr. SABO.
Mr. WYDEN.
Mr. OLVER.
Mr. PASTOR.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE.
Mr. RAHALL.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. LATHAM) and to include
extraneous matter:)

Mr. HORN in two instances.
Mr. ROBERTS.
Mr. PACKARD.
Mr. CRANE.
Mr. DAVIS.
Mr. GUNDERSON.
Mr. GINGRICH.
Mr. STUMP.
Mr. ROTH.
Mr. RADANOVICH.
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.
Mr. SCHAEFER.
Mr. NEY.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DAVIS) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. SKAGGS.
Mr. DORNAN.
Mr. GALLEGLY.
Mr. DAVIS.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 54 minutes p.m.)
under its previous order the House ad-
journed until Monday, January 23, 1995,
at 12:30 p.m.
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